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Best New Kids Books by Asian American and
Pacific Islander Authors to Read This Month
(and Beyond)

Thoughtful, funny and vibrant stories by authors your family will love

BY GEMMA ALEXANDER (/AUTHOR/GEMMA-ALEXANDER) |
PUBLISHED ON: APRIL 29, 2025
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May is Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month (https://www.parentmap.com/article/aapi-
heritage-month-seattle-tacoma)! One of the most rewarding ways to celebrate the generations of Asians and

Pacific Islanders who have enriched America's history and heritage is through literature. Reading books by AAPI
authors and with AAPI protagonists is a way for AAPI children to see themselves as the heroes of their own
stories; it also helps kids with different ethnic backgrounds see past cultural stereotypes. But while this horizon-
broadening effect contributes to a more inclusive society in the future, the benefit to our kids is immediate — they
get to enjoy some really good books. Here are just a few great new releases and recent prize winners by AAPI
authors.
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“You Make the World” by Muon Thi Van, with illustrations by Phung

Nguyen Quang and Huynh Kim Lien, is a poetic picture book affirming
individual power as a father and child explore the natural world and their
own strong feelings. Ages 4-8.

SHOP NOW »

“Up, Up, Ever Up! Junko Tabei: A Life in the Mountains” by Anita
Yasuda, with Caldecott Medal-winning illustrations by Yuko Shimizu,
presents the true story of the Japanese woman who led the first all-
woman team to summit Mount Everest and then dedicated her life to
protecting the world’s wild spaces for future generations. Ages 4-8.

SHOP NOW »

“Becoming Boba” by Joanna Ho, with illustrations by Amber Ren, is
about self-love and being true to who you are, with a subtle underlying
message about Asian American identity and the immigrant experience.
In this sweet picture book, Mindy, a brightly colored boba tea, shakes up
Milk Tea Town traditions. Ages 4-8.

SHOP NOW »

DR. EGG * PARK SONG-EUI * KiM DUCK-YOUNG

“The Golden Poo” by Song-eui Park, illustrated by Duck-Young Kim,
teaches kids about biology through the universal language of potty
humor. When Drs. Egg, Yang and Woong find mysterious poo in the
woods, they pursue the mystery of what kind of animal made it. Ages 7-
11.

SHOP NOW »



https://www.amazon.com/You-Make-World-Muon-Thi/dp/1338822047/?ie=UTF8&tag=parentmap-20
https://www.amazon.com/Up-Ever-Junko-Tabei-Mountains/dp/0063242419/ref=asc_df_0063242419?ie=UTF8&tag=parentmap-20
https://www.amazon.com/Becoming-Boba-Joanna-Ho/dp/1339005549/?ie=UTF8&tag=parentmap-20
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“Lei and the Invisible Island” by Malia Maunakea is the second book in
the “Lei and the Legends” series. The first book, “Lei and the Fire
Goddess,” was selected by Hawaiian schoolchildren for the 2025 Néné
Award (https:/www.librarieshawaii.org/2025/03/05/2025-nene-award-
winners/). The series follows 12-year-old Lei as she discovers the truth
behind her grandma’s folktales. Ages 8—12.

SHOP NOW »

LISA YEE DAN SANTAT

A PARACHUTE KIDS GRAPHIC NOVEL BY BETTY C.TANG

“A Copycat Conundrum” by Newbery honoree Lisa Yee, illustrated by
Caldecott medalist Dan Santat, is the second book in the “Misfits” series
and features fifth-generation Chinese American Olive Zang as the leader
of an elite group of awkward crime fighters in San Francisco. Ages 8-
12.

SHOP NOW »

“Outsider Kids” by Betty C. Tang is the second volume of her “Parachute
Kids" graphic novel series about the Lin siblings, undocumented
Taiwanese immigrants separated from their parents. Despite their
remarkable circumstances, they each struggle with widely relatable
problems — fitting in, finding love, schoolwork and part-time jobs. Ages
9-12.

SHOP NOW »
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PADMA-VENKATRAMAN

“Safe Harbor” by Padma Venkatraman (herself a marine scientist and
Indian immigrant) features a diverse cast engaging in marine wildlife
conservation. When Geetha, a young Indian immigrant, discovers an
injured seal pup on the beach near her new home, it leads to both
personal growth and a broader understanding of environmental science.
Ages 10 and older.

SHOP NOW »
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“Everything We Never Had” by Randy Ribay is not a new release, but it
recently won the Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature and was
long-listed for the National Book Award. Rarely represented in YA
literature, four generations of Filipino American boys are the focus of
this novel about the challenges of identity, masculinity and father-son
relationships. Ages 12-17.

SHOP NOW »



https://www.amazon.com/Safe-Harbor-Padma-Venkatraman-ebook/dp/B0D1HW3T3Z/?ie=UTF8&tag=parentmap-20
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Never-Had-Randy-Ribay/dp/059346141X/?ie=UTF8&tag=parentmap-20

More books to love:

Building Bridges: The Best Kids Books About the Power of Community.
(https://www.parentmap.com/article/best-kids-books-community)

New Year, New Books: 10 Must-Reads for Kids (https://www.parentmap.com/article/new-kids-books-
health-2025)

Book Buzz: The Wonder of Winter (https://www.parentmap.com/article/winter-books-kids)

Teach Kids About Forgiveness With Picture Books (https://www.parentmap.com/article/books-about-
forgiveness)

Children's Books That Capture the Magic of the Pacific Northwest
(https://www.parentmap.com/article/kids-books-seattle-pacific-northwest)

Powerful Books for Families to Read During Banned Books Week
(https://www.parentmap.com/article/5-powerful-books-read-during-banned-books-week)

18 Books for Kids That Feature LGBTQ Characters (https://www.parentmap.com/article/Igbtg-books-
kid-family-friendly)

Editor’s note: This article contains affiliate links. If you purchase products through links on our site, ParentMap may
earn an affiliate commission. All book cover images are from Amazon.

JOIN THE PARENTMAP COMMUNITY

Get our weekly roundup of Seattle-area outings and parenting tips straight to your inbox.

Enter your email
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