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 SEP 2, 2022  earth action, Fashion, fashion industry

Whether you’re a trendy fashionista or your style stopped
evolving with grunge, you put on clothes every day. And those
clothes have a tremendous environmental impact. To honor
52 years of action inspired by Earth Day, Earth911 is presenting
52 Actions for the Earth. Each week through Earth Day 2023,
we will share an action you can take to iinnvveesstt  iinn  tthhee  EEaarrtthh
and make your own life more sustainable. This week, you can
invest in the Earth by petitioning for regulations that will make
the garment industry more sustainable.

* By clicking "NEXT" you agree to the
following: We use cookies to track your
survey answers. If you would like to
continue with this survey, please read and
agree to the CivicScience Privacy Policy
and Terms of Service

What Do You Think? 

Are you considering moving
because of climate change?

Yes

I'm researching my options to
decide

No

NEXT *
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AAccttiioonn::  SSiiggnn  tthhee  PPeettiittiioonn

AAnn  UUnnffaasshhiioonnaabbllee  IImmppaacctt

The fashion industry is notorious for its wastefulness and
steep environmental impact. The fashion industry is
responsible for nneeaarrllyy  1100%% of global greenhouse gas
emissions. It takes nneeaarrllyy  33,,000000  lliitteerrss  ooff  wwaatteerr to make one
cotton T-shirt and nearly 33,,880000 lliitteerrss  ooff  wwaatteerr to make a pair
of jeans. Washing synthetic clothing (which comprises 60% of
what we wear) releases microplastics that account for 3355%%
ooff  aallll  oocceeaann  mmiiccrrooppllaassttiicc pollution. After technology, no
other industry contributes more than fashion to mmooddeerrnn
ssllaavveerryy and child labor, while the cchheemmiiccaallss (especially
pesticides and dyes) that are used to produce textiles for
garment manufacturing pollute the communities where they
are made, further harming the workers who make our clothes.

FFaasshhiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  EEaarrtthh

EarthDay.org’s new campaign, FFaasshhiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  EEaarrtthh, aims to
change all that. They want to make the fashion industry an
example of how to make the shift to a green economy. But to
realign the fashion industry with sustainable practices,
consumers, businesses, and governments must work
together. Individual consumers can do a lot to make their own
wardrobes mmoorree  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee and qquuiitt  ffaasstt  ffaasshhiioonn. But it’s
going to take regulatory changes to achieve industry-wide
sustainability. Consumers can help with that, too.

EarthDay.org is collecting signatures on a ppeettiittiioonn to the
Biden administration calling for legislation that will require
businesses in the fashion industry to adopt greener practices.
The petition calls for regulations that will:

• Hold the fashion industry responsible for cutting carbon
emissions to Paris Agreement levels

• Require sustainable disposal of manufacturing waste
and used clothing

• Halt the use of virgin synthetic materials through carbon-
taxation

• Require Fair Trade Commission’s Green Guidelines-
compliant labeling for transparency and traceability

• Mandate plastic microfiber filters in new clothes washers
• Restrict the manufacture, import, and export of clothing

containing harmful substances
• Eliminate unfair and unsafe labor practices for apparel

workers
• Ban importation of clothing made with indentured

servitude or child labor
• Educate consumers on effective textile recycling

Westlake Home - Luxury Organic

Bedding
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    

You can ssiiggnn  tthhee  ppeettiittiioonn on EarthDay.org’s website, which
also contains information about their Fashion for the Earth
campaign. You can learn more about ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  ffaasshhiioonn –
from building a ccaappssuullee  wwaarrddrroobbee with ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  bbrraannddss
to getting a ggrreeeenneerr  cclleeaann in the laundry and disposing of
your oolldd  ccllootthheess responsibly when you cclleeaann  oouutt  yyoouurr
cclloosseett and more – right here on Earth911.
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Gemma Alexander has an M.S. in urban
horticulture and a backyard filled with native
plants. After working in a genetics laboratory and
at a landfill, she now writes about the
environment, the arts and family. See more of her
writing here.
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