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 MAY 27, 2022  earth action, voting

Earth911 is honoring the 52 years that Earth Day has been
inspiring action with 52 Actions for the Earth. The Earth Day
theme this year is iinnvveessttiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ppllaanneett. Each week from
Earth Day 2022 to Earth Day 2023, we will share an action you
can take to invest in the Earth and make your own life more
sustainable. We shouldn’t only act for the Earth on Earth Day,
and we shouldn’t only vote for the president. Local and interim
elections are as important as the “big” ones because they
determine things like schools, zoning, tree ordinances, and
other issues with immediate environmental impacts.

What Do You Think? 

Are you considering moving
because of climate change?

Yes

I'm researching my options to
decide

No

NEXT
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xThis week, you can invest in the Earth by registering to vote.

AAccttiioonn::  RReeggiisstteerr  ttoo  VVoottee

PPoolliittiiccaall  PPoowweerr

Individual actions like recycling and driving less are critical. But
a municipal solid waste contract that incentivizes recycling will
have more impact than your personal commitment to sorting
waste. And with the stroke of a pen, a new federal law setting
higher fuel efficiency standards will cut more emissions than
giving up your car. That is not cause for despair, because
individuals can influence government policy. Our elected
officials may not pay as much attention as they should to tthhee
ooppiinniioonnss of their constituents. But Americans have a powerful
way to make politicians listen. We can fire them by voting them
out of office and replacing them with someone whose views
match our own. Voting further increases our clout, because
elected ooffffiicciiaallss  kkeeeepp  ttrraacckk of who votes. A letter or phone call
from an active voter is more powerful than one from someone
who isn’t even registered.

RReeggiisstteerriinngg  ttoo  VVoottee

Each state makes its own voting and election rules, including
when and how to register. The grounds are shifting under vvootteerr
rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  llaawwss these days, with some states working to
make voting easier, while others are making it harder. Check
with your state or local election office to get the most detailed
and up-to-date information for where you live. In Oregon, voter
registration is automatic and it’s possible to vote by mail ahead
of the actual election. Meanwhile, in Texas, polling places are
few and far between and registration is cut off a full month
before an election. That’s why it’s important to find out about
your state’s registration requirements early. If you wait to
register until election day is imminent, you might be too late to
vote.

The first step is to find out if you are aallrreeaaddyy  rreeggiisstteerreedd. If you
are already registered, take the next step and find the date of
your next local election. CNN maintains a nationwide ccaalleennddaarr
ooff  mmiiddtteerrmm  eelleeccttiioonnss.

If you are not registered to vote, 42 states and the District of
Columbia allow oonnlliinnee  vvootteerr  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn. If your state is not
one of them, you must look up your state’s eelleeccttiioonn  ooffffiiccee
wweebbssiittee for state-wide voting guidance. FFiinndd  yyoouurr  llooccaall
eelleeccttiioonn  ooffffiiccee  ccoonnttaacctt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn for answers to questions
about polling locations, in-person registration, and other local
questions.
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Gemma Alexander has an M.S. in urban horticulture
and a backyard filled with native plants. After
working in a genetics laboratory and at a landfill,
she now writes about the environment, the arts and
family. See more of her writing here.

RReellaatteedd  PPoosstt
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 Jun 10, 2022   Gemma Alexander
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 Jun 10, 2022   Earth911

Business & Policy Earth Watch Inspire & Motivate

TThhee  LLaattiinnoo  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  MMoovveemmeenntt

 Jun 9, 2022   Gemma Alexander

Earth911 is a universal resource that helps you find your own
shade of green.

We educate and inform consumers, businesses and
communities to inspire thought and facilitate earth-positive
consumer decisions.

Small changes by thousands of individuals will have a lasting,
positive impact. More ideas make less waste!

Join 135,000+
Earthlings

Type your email address

Green living news, DIY tips, and

info about recycling just about

anything.
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