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Because we shouldn’t only act for the Earth on April 22, Earth911
is honoring Earth Day’s 52 years of inspiring action with 52
Actions for the Earth. The Earth Day theme this year is iinnvveessttiinngg
iinn  tthhee  ppllaanneett. Each week from Earth Day 2022 to Earth Day
2023, we will share an action you can take to invest in the Earth
and make your own life more sustainable.

This week, you can invest in the Earth by helping to create a
green economy.

AAccttiioonn::  TTeellll  CCoonnggrreessss  ttoo  SSuuppppoorrtt  GGrreeeenn
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xEEccoonnoommiicc  LLeeggiissllaattiioonn

BBuuiilldd  BBaacckk  BBeetttteerr

Last year, President Biden proposed the Build Back Better Plan.
The plan offered a legislative framework to build the foundation
of a new green economy that will return the country to pre-
pandemic economic prosperity. The plan contained three
parts:

• The American Rescue Plan was a COVID-19 relief package.
It became law in March 2021.

• The American Families Plan was a social policy proposal
that included spending on welfare and social services.

• The American Jobs Plan was a proposal to fund
infrastructure and reduce the effects of climate change.

AAmmeerriiccaann  JJoobbss  PPllaann

The American Jobs Plan would have put the U.S. on course to
utilize 100% clean power by 2035; laid the foundation to
eelleeccttrriiffyy the nation’s vehicle fleets; and rreettrrooffiitt homes,
schools, and buildings to be energy efficient. The plan
prioritized equity by targeting 40% of the benefits from green
economy infrastructure investments in disadvantaged
communities.

Some of the infrastructure spending in the American Jobs Plan
was incorporated into tthhee  IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree  IInnvveessttmmeenntt  aanndd
JJoobbss  AAcctt, which was signed into law on November 15, 2021.
Other portions of the American Jobs Plan – such as funding
related to climate change and home care – were merged with
the American Families Plan to form the BBuuiilldd  BBaacckk  BBeetttteerr  AAcctt,
which passed the House but was effectively killed by Senator
Joe Manchin (D-WV). For those who want to know more about
the legislative process surrounding the bill, Vox explored
ppoossssiibbllee  ppaatthhss  ffoorrwwaarrdd.

TTaakkee  AAccttiioonn  ffoorr  GGrreeeenn  LLeeggiissllaattiioonn

A lot of the infrastructure and climate elements from the
oorriiggiinnaall  ppllaann have been adopted piecemeal through other
legislation. But many elements remain unfulfilled, in particular,
the climate change provisions. The House COMPETES Act
includes many of them. Congress is currently rreessoollvviinngg
ddiiffffeerreenncceess between this bill and the Senate’s Innovation and
Competition Act.

To take action for the green economy, you can write a letter to
your CCoonnggrreessssiioonnaall  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess. Let them know that you
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supported the American Jobs Plan and want to see a final
resolution of the current House and Senate bills that includes
provisions for action against climate change and support for
the green economy. Encourage your representatives to
continue proposing and voting for legislation that supports
clean power, lower emissions, and environmental justice.

You can send your letter any way that you like. Congressional
office staff record and catalog every communication they
receive. So use your best stationery, fire off an email, or uussee  tthhee
ffoorrmm on the EarthDay.org website that will autofill your
representatives’ contact information based on your mailing
address. But do tell your representatives that you want them to
work towards a green economy.

advertising
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Gemma Alexander has an M.S. in urban horticulture
and a backyard filled with native plants. After
working in a genetics laboratory and at a landfill,
she now writes about the environment, the arts and
family. See more of her writing here.
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