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Green Giving: 5 Nonprofits Clobbering Climate Change | Earth911.com
Friday, December 14 2018, 8:21 AM

Thinking about year-end donations to nonprofits focused on issues related to climate change? A lot of
organizations are working in this area and evaluating them is tough. How do you measure carbon not
produced? Which nonprofits should you support?

From pillars of the environmental movement to innovative, emerging charities, we’ve found five
respected nonprofits that are doing good work to stop climate change. These are just a few of many, so
tell us about your favorite climate-clobbering nonprofit in the comments below or on the forum.

350
Founded by author Bill McKibben, 350 is probably the most famous climate change-focused
organization. 350’s decentralized groups use online campaigns, grassroots organizing, and mass public
actions to oppose new coal, oil, and gas projects; take money out of the companies that are heating up
the planet; and build 100 percent clean energy solutions that work for all.

350’s network extends to 188 countries. Use 350.org’s interactive map to find campaigns, projects, and
local groups where you can help.
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Charity Navigator: 94.73 
Charity Watch: unrated 
BBB Accredited: not evaluated

Environmental Defense Fund
The Environmental Defense Fund has a history of innovative approaches to environmental issues. They
began by pioneering litigation on behalf of the environment to fight DDT in the 1960s. In the 1970s, they
began working with economists to develop market-based environmental solutions, and in the 1990s,
they took the fraught step of developing corporate sponsorships.

Like many major environmental organizations, EDF’s mission is broad and interdisciplinary. Their climate
work includes support for clean energy, reducing the impacts of natural gas, promoting sustainable land
use over deforestation, and working with the Chinese government to develop market-based emissions
reductions.

Charity Navigator: 92.89 
Charity Watch: B+ 
BBB Accredited: Pending Review
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https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=16289
https://www.edf.org/
https://www.edf.org/
https://www.edf.org/climate
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=3671
https://www.charitywatch.org/ratings-and-metrics/environmental-defense-fund/253
http://www.give.org/charity-reviews/national/environment/environmental-defense-fund-in-new-york-ny-2312
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE FUND‘S CLIMATE WORK INCLUDES SUPPORT FOR CLEAN ENERGY, REDUCING
THE IMPACTS OF NATURAL GAS, AND PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE LAND USE OVER DEFORESTATION. IMAGE: FREE-

PHOTOS, PIXABAY

Earthjustice
With their famous tagline, “Because the Earth needs a good lawyer,” Earthjustice is the biggest nonprofit
environmental law organization in the United States, holding big offenders accountable through litigation
based on environmental law — including 115 lawsuits against the Trump administration.

Earthjustice fights on many fronts, but climate protection is part of their mission statement. Recent wins
include stopping discriminatory fees for solar power users in Arizona.

Charity Navigator: 93.37 
Charity Watch: A- 
BBB Accredited: yes

https://www.edf.org/
https://pixabay.com/en/forestry-logging-forest-960806/
https://earthjustice.org/
https://earthjustice.org/
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=3638
https://www.charitywatch.org/ratings-and-metrics/earthjustice/251
http://www.give.org/charity-reviews/national/environment/earthjustice-in-san-francisco-ca-269
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EARTHJUSTICE IS THE BIGGEST NONPROFIT ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ORGANIZATION IN THE U.S., HOLDING BIG
OFFENDERS ACCOUNTABLE THROUGH LITIGATION. IMAGE: SKEEZE, PIXABAY

Union of Concerned Scientists
Nowhere is the danger of misunderstanding and ignoring solid science more evident than the way the
U.S. has responded to climate change. The Union of Concerned Scientists was founded at MIT to share
information, seek the truth, and enable scientific findings to guide public policy and actions.

UCS has helped improve fuel efficiency standards, advocated for renewable energy, protected
rainforests, and fought tirelessly against anti-science government policies. As a long-time watchdog of
the nuclear industry, UCS recently surprised environmentalists when it changed its guidance about
nuclear power’s role in lowering carbon emissions. After many years opposing increased reliance on
nuclear power, UCS now suggests nuclear is a reasonable part of the climate solution.

Charity Navigator: 90.64 
Charity Watch: A- 
BBB Accredited: yes

https://earthjustice.org/
https://pixabay.com/en/supreme-court-building-usa-546279/
https://www.ucsusa.org/
https://www.ucsusa.org/
https://www.ucsusa.org/nuclear-power/cost-nuclear-power/retirements
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=5970
https://www.charitywatch.org/ratings-and-metrics/union-of-concerned-scientists/281
http://www.give.org/charity-reviews/national/environment/union-of-concerned-scientists-in-cambridge-ma-1123
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THE UNION OF CONCERNED SCIENTISTS WAS FOUNDED TO SHARE INFORMATION, SEEK THE TRUTH, AND
ENABLE SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS TO GUIDE PUBLIC POLICY AND ACTIONS. IMAGE: ADOBE STOCK

The Solutions Project
Too new to be reviewed by Charity Navigator, The Solutions Project is working to convert the United
States to 100 percent renewable energy by 2050 based on a 50-state transition plan developed by
Stanford University researchers.

The Solutions Project invests in community-based organizations and leaders who are removing barriers
(political, financial, cultural) to affordable clean energy through grant programs ranging from $500 to
$60,000. They focus on equity and serving those who are most impacted by climate change.

Charity Navigator: unrated 
Charity Watch: unrated 
BBB Accredited: no

THE SOLUTIONS PROJECT INVESTS IN COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS AND LEADERS WHO ARE REMOVING
BARRIERS TO AFFORDABLE CLEAN ENERGY. IMAGE: SKEEZE, PIXABAY

https://www.ucsusa.org/
http://thesolutionsproject.org/
http://thesolutionsproject.org/
http://thesolutionsproject.org/why-clean-energy/
http://thesolutionsproject.org/
https://pixabay.com/en/wind-farm-windmills-turbines-energy-538576/
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Do you have a favorite nonprofit that’s working to stop climate change? Share your recommendations
with the community in the Earthling Forum.

Feature image: 12019, Pixabay
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 Gemma Alexander
 

Gemma Alexander has an M.S. in urban horticulture and a backyard filled with native plants. After
working in a genetics laboratory and at a landfill, she now writes about the environment, the arts and
family. See more of her writing here.
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