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The Most Snow for Your Dough: Ski Deals for Families Around
Seattle

The scoop on the best ski and snowboard deals at Stevens Pass, Crystal Mountain and the
Summit at Snoqualmie

By Gemma Alexander

WA

After last year's disappointing season, snow-sports enthusiasts may be leery of sinking too much money into lift tickets. But with snowfalls at local mountain passes in early September and
now again in November, some people are willing to bet that this year will be as epic as last year was sad. To prepare you, here are the best deals to be had on the three closest mountains to
the Seattle area. As an added bonus, some of them give you access to mountains farther from home.

1. Stevens Pass

Stevens Pass — which is located about two hours northeast of Seattle and gets the most snow of the three mountains — offers a dizzying array of prices and packages; some of the most
attractive are highlighted here, but it's a good idea to talk with a sales rep on the phone to make sure you're buying the pass that works best for you.

Stevens - Fifth graders (and kids ages 6 and under) ski free

Stevens provides free season passes to any child currently enrolled in fifth grade in Washington state. Check the website for registration information. Tip: Mount Baker and several other
Northwest resorts have a similar offer. Also, kids ages 6 and under ski free at Stevens.

Stevens "Learn-in-3 guarantee"

Sometimes it pays to be a beginner. This package for ages 13 and older might be one of the best deals out there. For $179 you get three two-hour lessons (including lift ticket and equipment
rental) with the guarantee that you will be able to handle an intermediate run at the end. If not, Stevens offers complimentary lesson packages until you get there, whatever it takes! Once you
do ride a blue, you will also receive four any-day, any-time lift tickets; a two-hour intermediate clinic; retail discounts; a discount for use in any Stevens Pass food outlet; and a voucher to
purchase a 2016-17 Everyday Season Pass for just $199. It makes me wish | were a beginner again.

https://www .evernote.com/Home.action#b=a7c3a155-0003-4622-a480-a7a1ealcc19c&st=p&n=83153a85- 3c 1a-4f8d-b0fe- 5653281919 1/5


https://www.parentmap.com/category/family-fun
https://www.parentmap.com/category/family-fun/outings-and-activities
https://www.parentmap.com/category/family-fun/family-fun
https://www.parentmap.com/category/publications/family-adventure-guide
https://www.parentmap.com/author/gemma-alexander
http://www.stevenspass.com/site/passes/deals/5th-graders-free
http://www.mtbaker.us/prices/5th-grade-ride-free-program
http://www.skinwrockies.com/5th-grade-ski-ride-passport
http://www.stevenspass.com/site/lessons-rentals/first-timer

2/13/2016 Evernote Web

Photo credit: Jeff Wilcox, CC

Stevens 'Ski for less'

Buy three 20-ounce Coca-Cola products at a participating Jacksons Food Store (zoom in on the map online) and get a voucher for $10 off a full-day lift ticket or $20 off a night lift ticket.
(Valid for ages 16-69, limit of four per voucher.)

Stevens Everyday Pass - earlybird pricing extended!

Also known as a season pass, the Stevens Everyday Pass allows you to ski all day every day for the entire season without paying another penny. As an added benefit, your Stevens
Everyday Pass gets you three free days of skiing at the 14 other Powder Alliance resorts around the Western U.S. and Canada, Canada, including Mt. Hood Skibowl and Sierra at Tahoe.
New passes cost $579 plus tax for ages 2-15 (as of December 31, 2015) and $799 plus tax ($499 if you buy by Nov. 8!) for adults. (Note: for next year You can get the Everyday Pass quite a
bit cheaper by buying earlier in the year.)

2. The Summit at Snoqualmie

What the Summit sometimes lacks in snow it makes up in convenience. Their snow guarantee removes some of the risk of a season pass; if the season falls short of 100 days, they discount
the renewal cost for the following season by 1 percent for each day it's short. Last season it went beyond the guarantee and offered 2015-16 renewals 80 percent off.

At press time, the Summit had not finalized its winter rates, which take effect November 1. They are usually about 10 percent higher than pre-season prices, which are listed below. Use the
links below to see current pricing.

Summit Big S Unlimited season pass

New purchases range from $79 for children 6 and under to $459 for adults (if purchased by Oct. 31). The pass is valid at all areas of the resort on all days of operation. Pass holders also
receive unlimited use of the Summit’'s Nordic and Snowshoe Center trail system and pay only $5 for Tubing Center tickets.
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The Summit at Snoqualmie ski school

Summit Big S Gold season pass

If you have plans to travel this winter, the Big S Gold Pass, priced from $279 to $569, offers the same benefits as the Unlimited Pass, with the addition of a 50 percent discount on daily
tickets at Crystal Mountain and all Western Boyne sister resorts (Cypress; Brighton; and, when coupled with lodging, Big Sky Resort).

Summit M.A.X. pass

Want to travel somewhere farther afield? The all-new M.A.X. (Multi-Alpine Experience) Pass offers five days of skiing at 22 mountains, including Mt. Bachelor and Maine’s Sugarloaf. As an
add-on to the Big S Gold Season Pass, M.A.X. is only $249; by itself it costs up to $699.

3. Crystal Mountain

The largest ski resort in Washington state appears to have proportional prices at first glance — until you realize that every paying adult qualifies for two free child (up to age 10) tickets per
day. If your kids don’'t need lessons, this makes Crystal's daily rate, at $72 per ticket, a lot more affordable.
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Crystal 5-pack tickets

The per-day price drops to $65 when you buy a five pack online in advance. You can get similar savings for your child’s lessons by buying a five pack of Kids Club vouchers.
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Crystal Anytime pass

Crystal’s full pass is not cheap, but it does come with a number of perks. Season passes for kids 10 and under are only $50 (waived if you sign up for a multiweek lesson series). Season
passes are cheapest when you buy them by May the year before (take notes for next year); at this point in the year, passes cost $1,200 for adults and $800 for youth (ages 11-15 at time of
purchase). Prices increase in October. Pass holders receive half-price tickets at The Summit at Snoqualmie, Big Sky in Montana, Brighton in Utah and Cypress Mountain, B.C., and half off
scenic Mt. Rainier Gondola rides during the summer.

Crystal M.A.X. pass

Like the Summit, Crystal Mountain offers the M.A.X. pass add-on for its traveling pass holders. If you purchase either a Crystal Unlimited or Midweek season pass, you are eligible to
purchase the M.A.X. Pass add-on for $249 for adults, $199 for teens (ages 13-17), $149 for kids (ages 6-12) and $29 for children (5 and under). The M.A.X. Pass add-on provides five days of
skiing at each of the 22 participating resorts.
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